Using Creative Commons images from FlickrCC and Wikimedia
Commons in Blog Posts

By Kathleen Morris
http://primarytech.global2.vic.edu.au

These instructions specifically refer to using Edublogs/Global2 blogs, however, the process is similar for most blogging
platforms.

Contents

Introduction to Creative Commons and copyright

Where can you find Creative Commons images?

Using FlickrCC

Using Wikimedia Commons

Conclusion

k% k

Adding images to your blog posts makes them more interesting for your readers and helps to grab their attention.

It is important to know that you can’t just use ANY image in your blog post.

You can use pictures that you make yourself BUT images on the internet that people have photographed or drawn etc.
are protected by copyright. That means, you can’t just take images that someone else has made and use them as your
own. Using someone else’s work without permission is called “copyright infringement”. You can get in trouble for this.

Luckily, some people are happy to share their work so there are some images that you can use in your blog posts
without worrying about getting in trouble. Creative Commons is an organisation that gives out licenses for people to
share their work (like the photos they’ve taken or pictures they’ve drawn). You can use images with a Creative
Commons license in your blog posts as long as you attribute the image. Attributing the image means adding a caption
under the image to say who made the image and where you got it from.

So where can you get images with a Creative Commons license from?

There are many places online where you can find images with a Creative Commons license. One of these websites is
called FlickrCC. Flickr is a website where anyone can upload their own photos to store them and share them. FlickrCC
is a site that searches Flickr for images with a Creative Commons license.

Another place to find Creative Commons images is Wikimedia Commons. The attribution needed for Wikimedia
Commons images is a little more advanced than FlickrCC.

Read on to find out how to use FlickrCC and Wikimedia Commons.
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Using FlickrCC
Go to

http://flickrcc.bluemountains.net/flickrCC/

In the search box, type in what you’re looking for eg. kites. Click Find.

ﬂlcerC = kltes home mobile shop about [

click on a thumbnail for details (be patient, it may take a few seconds to load)

- next

On the left, you will get a preview of the first 30 images.
If you don’t like them, click next down the bottom to see more images.

When you see an image you want to use, click on it and it will appear larger on the right hand side.

Putting the image in your blog post

1. You will need to copy the attribution information (title and original link) so you can put this as a caption under
the image in your blog post. Highlight the text and copy it by either pressing Control C or right click — copy.

Search for images that you can edit by selecting the
‘For Editing’ checkbox above. Right click and select

‘save image’ for a copy

M
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2. Choose what size image might be best for your blog post by clicking square, thumbnail, small, medium, large

or original under the picture.

kites

roreomng E co

Attribution:

3. Your picture will open in the size you chose. Right click on the picture and choose “save image as” or “save
picture as” (different browsers say different things).

Note: another option is to copy image URL and insert the image into your blog post from the URL rather than

from your computer.

Attribution:

Soveimage as..
Copyimage URL
Copyimage

Open image in new tab

Inspect element

- Medium -

4. A box will pop up and you will have to choose where on your computer you want to save the image. Pictures is
a good place to store images. Next to File name write a name that tells you what the picture is eg. kites. Press

Save.
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5. Next, go to your blog post in your dashboard and click on the Upload/Insert Media icon.

s Add New Post

We've been hard at work making improvements to Global 2! You can check out all that is new here and please email suppori@edublogs.org with any feedback

Kites
Permalink: hﬂp..-‘.-‘pnmaw vic.edu.au/2012/08M8/3104/ Edit
]
Uploadilnsen | Visual HTML
= Sl : = VB
Paragraph ~ U = A : O =L @

now have three kites and I like to fly them at the park with my brother. On a windy day, it is fun to watch your kite dancingin the

One of my favourite hobbies is flying kites. I got my first kite when I was five years old. It was blue and yellow and shaped like afish. I =
breeze. ‘ ‘

6. Click on Select Files to choose the file you saved to your computer (or select from URL if you copied the image
URL rather than saved it on your computer).

Add Media

From Computer FromURL  Media Library

Add media files from your computer

e

SelectFiles |

7. Browse your computer for the file you saved. When you find it click open. When the file finishes loading, you
can
a. Add a title.
Add the caption (don’t forget this). This is the attribution you copied on the FlickrCC page. Right click —
paste or press Control V to paste the attribution here.
c. Link to the original image in FlickrCC (the web address in the attribution).
Choose the size of your picture.

File type: imagel/jpeg
Upload date: August 19, 2012

Dimensions: 500 = 304

Edit Image

|Ti1le | * kites

Alternate Text
Alt text for the image, e.g. “The Mona Lisa”™

Caption Image: 70 kites on a single line! Image: 70 kites on a single line!
hitphwww flickr.com/photos/38729188@N00/539455418

i

Description

Link URL http:hwww flickr.com/photos/38729188@N00/539455418

D

Alignment © = None O ™=Left O = Center @ ="Right
Size © Thumbnail (150 x 150}
© Medium (300 = 152}
Large

@ Full Size (500 * 304)

| Insert into Post
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8. Finally press Insert into Post and your image will be in your post with the attribution as a caption.

Kites

Posted by Mrs Kathleen Morris on Saturday, August 18th 2012 edit

One of my favourite hobbies is flying kites. | got my first kite when | was five
years old. It was blue and yellow and shaped like a fish. | now have three
kites and | like to fly them at the park with my brother. On a windy day, it is
fun to watch your kite dancing in the breeze.
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Using Wikimedia Commons

On Wikimedia Commons you can find millions of Creative Commons images, audio and videos.

Go to

http://commons.wikimedia.org

1. Inthe search box, type in what you’re looking for eg. koala. Press enter.

\ Create account @ Login
Main page Discussion View View source View history ‘koa\d Q
View Wikimedia Commons in British English [ =
WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS - .
Welcome to Wikimedia Commeons, Eii Images ) Sounds &2 Videos
Main Page a database of 12,510,741 freely usable media files to which anyone can contribute.
Welcome ==

2. Scroll down to look at the thumbnails of the available images. Click on the image you’re interested in.

Images

[edit]

Female Koala at Billabong  Male Koala at Billabong Koala at Taronga Zoo
Koala Park Koala Park

3. Save the image to your computer by right clicking on the picture and choosing Save image as. Otherwise, click
on the download button on the right hand side of the picture (if available). Underneath the image, you'll see
alternative image sizes if you’d prefer to download a larger or smaller image.

Kathleen Morris 2012

4 ! .
WIKIMEDIA File:Cutest Koala.jpg
COMMONS
View Wikimedia Commons in British Engli
Main Page
Weloome Fie Fiehistory  Fieur - - on oth
Community portal
Villsge pump Download
Language select — SSiZES
English =]
| Use this file
w on the web
~ Participate
Upload file T K7 | Usetis fie
Recent changes Open link in new tab on 8 wiki
Latest files Open link in new window
Random file o L Email a link
Help Open link in incognito window to this file
Cositact us Save link as...
Donate e - Information
opy link address i
— Py "l sboutreusing

Save image as... \_/
Copy image URL

Copy image

Open image in new tab

Inspect element

Size of s preview: 654 * 600 plizis. OMEr res0MMONS: 252
Full resolution (1,212 x 1,204 pixels, file size: 32
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4. To find the attribution information, look for the

e Photo title

e Author’s name

e Year image was taken (optional)

e The Creative Commons license if you can find it. This should be under Licensing look like this “Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.”

e URL (address) of the Wikimedia Commons page

feb) e e iiemmivmiyoeedl [l Google Docs @ Guide [ Facebook @ Forecast

€« (& [D commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cutest_Koala,pg

Size of this preview: 654 x 600 pixels. Other resolutions: 262 x 240 pixels | 524 x 430 pixels | 838 x 768 pixels | 1,117 x 1,02¢
Full resolution (1,313 x 1,204 pixels, file size: 521 KB, MIME type: image/jpeg)

Summary

/ Description English: Baby koala, captured at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary

> Date 28 February 2006
Source Own work

. o Author ErikVeland

| Licensing I
I, the copyright holder of this work, hereby publish it under the following license *

This file is licensed under the [Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unportedc | license.
You are free:
s to share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work
g‘ s to remix — to adapt the work
SOME RIGHTS RESERVED -
® @ Under the following conditions:
« attribution — You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author or licensor (but not in any way that suggests that they endorse

you or your use of the work).
« share alike - If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work only under the same or similar license to this
one.

5. Write your attribution like this in your image caption box on your blog

File name: 654px-Cutest_Koala-1azrgkp jpg

File type: image/jpeg
Upload date: August 19, 2012

Dimensions: 654 = 600

Edit Image

Title *  G54px-Cutest_Koala i

Alternate Text
Alt text for the image, e.g. “The Mona Lisa”

Caption Baby koala, captured at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, Erik Veland, 2006, Creative

http:/commons.wikimedia.orgiwiki/File:Cutest_Koala.jpg

m

Put the link to the “
Wikimedia Commons Description
image in the link box. ’
f y |Link URL hitp:icommaons.wikimedia.orgiwikiFile:Cutest_Koala.jpg
Alignment @ = Hone O ™=left O ™= Center @ =™Right n
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Conclusion
Important points to remember

e You can use your own photos and images on your blog (with parent permission).

e You cannot just use any image off the internet in your blog posts as most are copyright.

e FlickrCC and Wikimedia Commons are great places to find Creative Commons images (there are others).

e You must provide the attribution for all Creative Commons images that you use.

e If you are using images from FlickrCC or Wikimedia Commons in a video or slideshow (including tools such as
PhotoPeach), you must still provide the attribution for each image. This could be at the end of the
video/slideshow, or at the bottom of your blog post.
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